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BRISTOL FERRY LANDING 
 
Site Description 
 
The Bristol Ferry Landing site is located at a cul-de-sac at the bottom of Old Ferry Road along 
Bristol Point.  Once used for ferry service between mainland and Aquidneck Island, the site 
currently abuts the right-of-way of the Mount Hope Bridge, which links State Route 114 between 
the towns of Bristol and Portsmouth.  The site is surrounded by the Roger Williams University 
campus, and the shoreline at this location is designated by the Town of Bristol as a right-of-way 
of the university.  There is no public parking in the vicinity of the site: on-street parking is 
prohibited along the length of Old Ferry Road, and nearby lots are gated and for university use 
only. 
 
Location Assessment 
 
Bay Location.  Located along the straight 
between Narragansett Bay and Mount Hope Bay, 
the dominant feature of these waters is the Mount 
Hope Bridge, a large suspension structure with a 
vertical clearance of over 125 feet at the center 
channel.  Piers of the bridge (both landside and in 
the water) are conspicuously posted by the U.S. 
Coast Guard as a Restricted Areas carrying a 25-
yard perimeter security zone (see Photo 5).  
Primary water uses in the area consist of boating 
and sailing, both of which were observed to occur 
well removed from the rocky shoreline (see Photo 
2). 
 
Waters in the vicinity of this site do not meet 
aquatic life support criteria; causes for water 
quality impairment include low oxygen 
concentration, presence of viral and bacterial 
pathogens, nutrient enrichment, and low biodiversity.  Due to pathogens, these waters are 
permanently closed to shellfishing.  These waters have been designated a water quality goal of 
SA (high quality) by the RIDEM (see Appendix B). 
 
While fishing was not observed upon site visit (which may be attributed in part to the prevailing 
access restrictions of the landside location - see below), university students reported the 
easterly shoreline (see Photo 6) is often used for night fishing access.  The relatively deep 
waters near the Bristol coastline have historically provided quality fishing at this location (see 
nautical chart image).  As reported in the Online Recreational Fishing Survey, commonly caught 
species in the Mount Hope Bay region consist of Striped Bass, Bluefish, and Tautog (spring - 
fall). 
 
Land Location.  Bristol Ferry Landing is located well within the campus of Roger Williams 
University, with Old Ferry Road providing access to many university facilities.  Of these, campus 
housing and student parking are located closest to the shoreline site.  Two private residences 
are situated along the Bristol Point shoreline directly east of the site; these properties are 
accessed by a dirt road at the end of the cul-de-sac which passes beneath the Mount Hope 
Bridge (see Photo 3).  “Do Not Enter” and “Private Property” signs are posted at the entrance to 
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this dirt road.  The Bristol Point shoreline is also occasionally used by students for walking and 
scenic views. 
 
The site is also in the direct proximity of the Mount Hope Bridge, which itself is posted heavily 
with security and safety warnings.  This bridge currently serves as the arterial access facility 
between mainland East Bay (Bristol County) and Aquidneck Island (Newport County).  State 
Routes 114 (Ferry Road) and 136 (Metacom Avenue) merge approximately ½ mile north of the 
bridge.  Both of these 2-lane roadways support mostly residential and recreational uses in the 
vicinity of the university, including Mount Hope Farm, Blithewold Gardens, and the Columban 
Fathers Monastery.  Traffic volumes along both roads in this area are somewhat less than those 
along more heavily developed stretches further north.  
 
Environmental Constraints and Permitting.  The coastal feature at Bristol Ferry Landing consists 
primarily of a rocky beach with sections of concrete wall along the shoreline (see Photo 4).  
Waters along the shoreline are shallow, with floating kelp and filamentous red seaweed 
observed, though no eelgrass is documented in this area.  Some remnants of the old ferry 
landing (stone piling, old pipe) were visible in the water near shore.  A small freshwater wetland 
is located further inland to the northwest of the cul-de-sac.  The area west of the Mount Hope 
Bridge is classified by the CRMC as Type 2 (Low-Intensity Use) waters, and the area east of the 
bridge is classified as Type 1 (Conservation Area) waters.  If development is proposed at this 
location, the CRMC would determine whether waters at the site are considered Type 1 or Type 
2.  If considered Type 1, a Special Exception request would be required (requiring the applicant 
to demonstrate compelling public benefit, etc.), as such activities are normally prohibited in 
these waters. 
 
Facilities Assessment 
 
The Bristol Ferry Landing site is generally lacking in features conducive to public access of the 
shoreline at this location.  What little recreational fishing use of the site is told to occur at the 
rocky shore to the east, which is accessible from Old Ferry Road by a narrow, steep footpath 
through a wooded area.  As previously noted, public use of the site is severely limited by the 
lack of viable public parking in the vicinity.  Parking lots along Old Ferry Road (see Photo 8) are 
for student use only and are enforced as such by draw-gate access.  “No Parking” signs are 
also posted liberally along the lower portion of Old Ferry Road and the cul-de-sac, often spaced 
50 feet apart or less.  Anglers interviewed elsewhere who were familiar with the site did not 
recall there being such roadside parking restrictions in the past, so it is likely that this area was 
more recently posted for no parking.  Persons wishing to access the site by car are likely 
required to park further upland in university/visitor lots (which may themselves carry other 
restrictions).  The abundance of no parking signs, private property postings, and safety and 
security warnings around the Mount Hope Bridge create a general atmosphere of 
unwelcomeness towards public shoreline access and fishing at this location. 
 
The coast of Bristol Point itself is of high scenic value, offering excellent views of both Mount 
Hope Bay and Narragansett Bay, as well as the majestic bridge structure.  The interior of the 
university campus is also well landscaped and maintained. 
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Existing Site Conditions 
 

 Poor Fair Good Excellent

Existing Fishing Facilities  X   

Parking X    

Compatibility with Surrounding 
Land / Water Uses  X   

Statewide Transportation Accessibility 
/ Public Transit  X   

Site Aesthetics   X  

 Low Medium High 

Water Quality (see Appendix B) X   

 
 
Priority for Capital Improvements: Low 
 
Though its location along the straight between Narragansett Bay and Mount Hope Bay is known 
to offer access to quality fishing, the distinct lack of available parking currently (and significantly) 
hinders the public’s use and enjoyment of the Bristol Ferry Landing site for recreational angling.  
Given the well-established land uses immediately surrounding the Bristol Ferry Landing (Roger 
Williams University, Mount Hope Bridge, private residences), it is questionable as to whether 
investment in the development of additional public fishing facilities at this location would be 
appropriate.  Though a small parcel of undeveloped land directly to northeast of the cul-de-sac 
appears to offer the opportunity to provide parking at the site (see Photos 7A and 7B), this lot is 
currently owned by the university and directly abuts freshwater wetlands to its northeast. 
 
While investment in shoreline fishing access improvements would be more prudently applied 
elsewhere within the project study area, it is recommended that public right-of-way access be 
maintained at the Bristol Ferry Landing site.  Pursuant to this, the RIDEM may wish to 
investigate the circumstances which lead to the apparently recent prohibition of parking along 
the Old Ferry Road cul-de-sac (effectively limiting public accessibility to the site).  If possible, 
the revocation of parking restrictions would serve to restore viable public fishing access at this 
location.  
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Photo 1.  Looking south to site along Ferry Road. 

 

 
Photo 2.  Ferry Road cul-de-sac and shoreline access.  Both the cul-de sac 

and Ferry Road are posted with several “no parking” signs.  
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Photo 3.  Signs at cul-de-sac.  Two private residences are accessed via 

the dirt road beneath the Mount Hope Bridge. 
 

 
Photo 4.  Looking northeast along shoreline. 
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Photo 5.  Posted restrictions at Mount Hope Bridge piers. 

 

 
Photo 6.  Shoreline northeast of Ferry Road cul-de-sac. 
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Photos 7A and 7B.  Small undeveloped lot along the cul-de-sac. A freshwater wetland is 
located near the Mount Hope Bridge to the northwest. 

 
 

 
Photo 8.  Old Ferry Road looking north to Roger Williams University 
campus.  Both visible parking lots are gated and for student use only. 




